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The Lead Agency has corrected some information regarding the above-mentioned
project. Please see the attached the DEIR (Section 7 Alternatives) as well as Appendix A

for more specific information. All other project information remains the same.
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Section 5.1 City of Highland

Biological Resources Heatherglen Planned Development DEIR

Wildlife

A total of 70 vertebrate animal species have been detected onsite during surveys conducted
from 2005 to 2019. (BRA p. 50)

Sensitive Wildlife Species

Animals may be considered “sensitive” due to declining populations, vulnerability to habitat
change or loss, or because of restricted distribution. Certain sensitive species have been listed
as threatened or endangered by the USFWS or by the CDFW and are protected by the federal
and/or state Endangered Species Acts (ESAs). Other species have been identified as sensitive
by the USFWS and the CDFW. CDFW also places species on a Watch List (WL) that have
previously been designated as species of special concern (SSC), or which do not yet meet the
SSC criteria but for which there is concern and a need for additional information to clarify status.
The 2008 USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC?) is the most recent effect to carry out
the ESA and includes: nongame birds, gamebirds without hunting seasons, subsistence-hunted
nongame birds in Alaska, ESA candidate, proposed, and recently delisted species.

Listed and Fully Protected Wildlife Species

San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat

San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat (Dipodomys merriami parvus; SBKR) is federally endangered
and became candidate species under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) on August
21, 2019. In 2005, four SBKR were trapped in RAFSS habitat in the southeast corner of the site
and one was trapped near the western limits by the joboba field. Eight SBKR were trapped on
the Project site in 2011 and seven in 2016. One was trapped in the disturbed/agricultural areas
and the remainder in RAFSS habitat. Most of the SBKR were trapped in sparse sage scrub and
grassland habitats. Few were found in drainages, bare ground, or jojoba fields and there was a
single capture in dense sage scrub. Most SBKR trapped were found in the eastern portion of the
property. None were trapped in the eucalyptus groves in the northwestern portion of the site.
Refer to Exhibit 5.1-6. (BRA pp. 55-56)

Trapping surveys conducted in 2018 included eleven individual SBKR (excluding recaptures).
Of these eleven, two lactating females [average four pups per den] and one pregnant female
[estimated four unborn pups]). Nine of these were in the RAFSS habitat and two were in or
adjacent to the agricultural and disturbed areas on the west side of the site. Results indicate
that occupied habitat is generally confined to the RAFSS habitat in the eastern portion of the
site within and adjacent to the remnant drainages. Trapping results indicate that population
density in the occupied areas of the site is trace to low, less than two SBKR per acre. (BRA p.
56)

SBKR habitat assessment results for the Wash Plan indicate that habitat immediately adjacent
and similar to habitat on the Project site is rated as low or very low suitability for SBKR.
Relatively few SBKR occurrences were documented in the Wash Plan area in the vicinity of the

2 https://lwww.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
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Project site as compared to areas further south near the Santa Ana River (Exhibit 5.1-7). (BRA
p. 56)

Coastal California Gnatcatcher

Coastal California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica; gnatcatcher) is federally Threatened and a
California Species of Special Concern. Critical habitat was designated in 2000 and re-
designated in 2008; the Project site is not located in designated critical habitat for this species.
There is no approved draft or final recovery plan for this species. Biological surveys were
conducted on the Project site by a gnatcatcher-permitted biologist from 2005 to 2019. No
gnatcatchers were incidentally detected on the Project site during these surveys. Focused
surveys for gnatcatcher were not conducted. Potentially suitable habitat is present on portions of
the site, but it is primarily low quality and potential for occurrence of gnatcatcher is considered to
be low. (BRA pp. 60-61)

The Wash Plan documents several occurrences of coastal California gnatcatcher within about 3
miles of the Project site. The closest is about 700 feet to the south. Gnatcatcher habitat in the
Wash Plan area adjacent to the Project site is mapped as mainly low quality (potential foraging
and dispersal habitat) or unsuitable, with some medium quality (potential wintering habitat)
adjacent to the site to the south and southwest (Exhibit 5.1-8). (BRA p. 61)

White-tailed Kite

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus) is a CDFW Fully Protected species. There is potentially
suitable foraging habitat on the site and suitable nesting habitat in the eucalyptus groves and
other large trees with a low to moderate potential for foraging or nesting on the site. There are
no documented occurrences of nesting within 10 miles of the site in the CNDDB. There are
multiple eBird? observations of white-tailed kite in the Wash Plan area in the vicinity of the
Project site. White-tailed kite has not been observed on or near the site during biological
surveys. Although potentially suitable habitat is present, there is no evidence that white-tailed
kite is using the site for nesting. (BRA p. 63)

Special Status Wildlife Species

Several special status wildlife species were observed by biologists while conducting surveys of
the site from 2005 through 2019. Details of observations are provided in Appendix B of the BRA.
These species and their current conservation status are:

e Coastal (western) whiptail (Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri; CDFW Species of Special
Concern)
Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperi; CDFW Watch List species),

e Great blue heron (fly over) (Ardea herodias; CDFW Special Animal),

3 eBird is an online database used to find, explore, and track birds. eBird also offers a free mobile app
that user can use offline while observing birds.
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